406              CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
Upon the ships that were to bring
The king's companions and the king
That for three days they had to stay
'Neath Ca'iphas, and there they lay                                    i ^020
And the king cried: "Mercy, O Lord!
Why do You hold me and retard
Me when I go upon Your quest?"
The Lord God then did manifest
His favor, sending a north wind
That took the fleet and blew behind
It. They reached Jaffa late, when day
Was done, on Friday. Saturday 15                     July 3i-Aug. i
At nones would have ended the truce,
And sorrow, torture and abuse,                                        11,030
And death had been the certain lot
Of the defenders, had God not,
Through the king, saved them from such fate,
As briefly we shall now relate.
BRUTAL  TREACHERY  OF  THE  SARACENS
The good king with his nobles kept
Within the galleys and there slept
During the rest of Friday night;
[Saturday morn they rose, bedight]
Themselves, and did their armor on.
Hear now how the convention                                           11,040
Was kept, how treacherously respected,
And with what faith the Turks protected
Those of the city who had bought
Safe-conduct for themselves, they thought,
By all the gold besants which they
Had promised. They began to pay
Them, and were paying them that morn.
15 The Itinerarium (p. 405) says Saturday, the feast of St. Peter in Chains (August
i). Beha ed Bin (p. 364) says the attack took place on Friday, the eighteenth Rajab,
and Richard arrived the next day. Here again Beha ed Din is correct on his day, but not
his date: Friday was the nineteenth Rajab.